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fully secreted in their own quarter, where they
had a much better opportunity of concealing it
than if they dwelt promiscuously in the town at
large. They frequently stole calves, pigs and
poultry, always adopting the precaution of imme-
diately dressing them, and burning the hides or
feathers, as well as any of the offal, that might
probably lead to detection. In consequence of
these practices their moral character was very low at
Freetown, but as they were active, muscular, and
intelligent, they obtained a decided preference as
servants and labourers. Some of them were also
usually employed as sailors in nearly all vessels
that remain on the coast. One very remarkable
trait in these people is the bond of close union that
keeps them together, and preserves an interest in
common throughout the whole fraternity. If one
of them should commit a crime, it is a very rare
occurrence to find another informing, or bearing
witness against him ; and they carry this principle
of combination so far, that they will rather suffer
for the offender than denounce him. If the autho-
rities attempt to elicit the facts by a course of
examination, they only obtain subterfuges and pre-
varications, and seek in vain by threats or pro-
mises to shake the constancy of the witnesses.
The headmen manage their rogueries with so
much ingenuity that charges can very seldom be
proved against them. They send out their ap-
prentices, under particular instructions, to commit